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1. Introduction

It's cold, damp and dreary
outside, with the sun struggling to
poke through the gray blanket
over the city. And with Australia
having been thrashed 4-0 by
Germany in the World Cup, and
New Zealand now ahead of us on
points after drawing 1-1 with
Slovakia, the weather seems to be
mirroring my mood.

But not all is, in fact, so bleak. On
the contrary, there is far more to
celebrate than to lament. Since
the last newsletter was circulated,
the MCD has held its conferral
ceremony, at which the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of
Melbourne, Prof. Glyn Davis AC,
delivered an outstanding, and at
which 25 HDR candidates
graduated, including 9 doctoral
students. Early next month, the
MCD will be holding its Centenary
Conference, at which a raft of
internationally-recognized
theologians will be speaking.

Yes, there is indeed much to
celebrate.

| wish you all a safe and enjoyable
winter, and trust that many of you
will be able to enjoy the plethora
of conferences that are heading
our way over the next 6 or so
weeks.

2. MCD Centenary
Celebrations

As mentioned above, 2010 is the
MCD’s centenary year. The entire
year is full of events and activities
designed not only to celebrate
100 years of pioneering
ecumenical theological education,
but also to showcase what we are
doing now.

The next major event will be the
MCD Centenary Dinner, to be held
at the Park Hyatt on Sunday 4
July. Details are available on the
MCD website, at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/
mcd dinner_invittion.pdf

Please note that
required by 24 June.

rsvps are

The dinner will be followed by the
Centenary Conference, at which a
number of our HDR students are
presenting papers.

The conference will be held from
4-7 July, on the topic The Future
of Religion in Australian Society.
Please see the website at:
http://www.mcd.edu.au/centenary-
conference

| encourage you to attend, if at all
possible.
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3. Grants and Scholarships

Following the announcement on 23 March of
a supplementary scholarships round, the
Grants and Scholarships Working Group
recently allocated two additional scholarships.

| am delighted to let you know that the
following students were successful:

e Katherine Abetz (DTheol), was
awarded an APA for her research on
the topic, What Does it Mean for a
Wo ma n t o be
Image?

e Thomas Wyrobisch (PhD), was
awarded an IPRS for his research on
the topic, Are all Human Beings
Persons? An Inclusive Concept of
Personhood based on the
Philosophical ~ Thought of Saint
Thomas Aquinas in Discussion with
Contemporary  Exclusive  Lockean
Positions.

Following the closing of applications for
Round Two, the following students were
successful in grant applications:
e Katherine Abetz, for funding to speak
at conferences in Melbourne
e Sarah Hart, for funding to speak at
conferences in Melbourne
e Dean Spalding, for funding to speak at
conferences in Melbourne
e Steven Shaw, to speak at a conference
in Helsinki
e Beryl Turner, to speak at a conference
in Helsinki.

Congratulations to those students. Again, |
would strongly encourage all HDR students to
submit papers for national and international
academic conferences, and to lodge
applications with the MCD for funding to
attend those conferences. The closing date for
Round Three is 24 September 2010. Details
and application forms are on the website, at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/research-grants-
scholarships-current
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4. Forthcoming MCD Events
and Research Dates for 2010

e 4-7 July: MCD Centenary Conference

e 7-9 July: ANZATS Conference. The
Future of God. Eschatology and the
Global Challenges of the Future. See
the ANZATS website for details, at
http://www.anzats.edu.au/conference 2

010.html
e 27-28 September:  Postgraduate
Research Conference. Jointly

Created spopsoreddy MJCD and ACU. This will

be a low-cost, but very significant,
opportunity for HDR students to
network and engage with peers across
both institutions. The opening
keynote address will be delivered by
the internationally-renowned Rev.
Prof. Gerry O’Collins. See details at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/calendar-
upcoming-events/09-2010

| strongly encourage all HDR students
to consider submitting abstracts for
this conference.

o 14 October 2010: Biennial
Conference in Philosophy, Religion &
Culture, sponsored by the Catholic
Institute of Sydney, on the theme
Creation, Nature and the Built
Environment.

See details and the Call for Papers at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/cis
conference.pdf

5. Postgraduate Seminars

The next round of postgraduate seminars will
take place in July-August as follows:
e 27 July, 5:30pm: for all HDR students
e 5 August, 5:30pm: for all HDR
students

The venues are still to be determined.

All HDR candidates are expected to present at
least one seminar paper during the course of
their candidature. Please let Dr Lindsay
Hutchinson know as soon as possible if you
are interested in speaking at either of these
two times.
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6. Important Dates for Semester 2
Semester 2 commences on Monday 26 July.
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Enrolments and subject changes must be completed by Friday 13 August.

Census date is Tuesday 31 August.

7. RTI Research Coordinators 2010

RTI (Recognised Teaching Institution) Research

Coordinator

Email address

Catholic Theological College (CTC) Rev Dr Shane smackinlay@ctc.edu.au
Mackinlay

Churches of Christ Theological College  Rev Dr Alan Niven aniven@cctc.edu.au

(CCTC)

ICSPF Rev Dr Michael Smith smithm@mira.net

United Faculty of Theology (UFT) Dr Peter Sherlock dean@uft.edu.au

Whitley College Dr Mark Brett mbrett@whitley.unimelb.edu.au

Yarra Theological Union (YTU) Rev Dr Michael Kelly  m.kelly@ytu.edu.au

Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD) Dr Mark R. Lindsay

directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au

Contact details

Dr Lindsay Hutchinson
HDR Student Support Officer
Email: HDRsupport@mcd.edu.au

Dr Mark R. Lindsay
Director of Research
Email: mlindsay@mcd.edu.au

Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, Kew VIC 3101

Phone: (03) 9853 3177 Fax: (03) 9853 6695
Website: www.mcd. edu.au
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