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Postgraduate Research Newsletter: Summer 2009

1. Introduction

Welcome to 2009! | do trust that the Christmas/New Year season has been a time of peace and rest for
you all, that you have been able somehow to escape the heat, and that you are now ready for all that
the coming year brings. It will be, I'm sure, a very busy year — | hope that it will also prove to be fruitful
and rewarding.

Whatever the year may hold, please remember that the research coordinators at the various RTls (of
whom there is a list at the end of this newsletter), as well as the staff in the Research Office at the MCD,
are available and willing to assist in whatever ways are possible and necessary.

In light of the current bushfire crisis that has enveloped the state and is causing such shock and trauma
throughout the nation and, indeed, across the world, let me suggest these words, that come from the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Disaster Response liturgy...

‘In the shadow of your wings, | will take refuge, until the destroying storms pass me by.
For those whose lives are in harm’s way, we pray:

Protect them under the shadow of your wings!

For those who have been injured or whose loved ones have been killed, we pray:
Comfort them under the shadow of your wings!

For those whose losses leave them without safety, refuge, food, or clothing, we pray:
Shelter them under the shadow of your wings!

For those who will bring aid and seek to restore order in the midst of chaos, we pray:
Guard them under the shadow of your wings!

For those who seek courage to face an uncertain future, we pray:

Renew their strength under the shadow of your wings!

For those who will journey together on the long road toward renewal, we pray:

Bind us as one under the shadow of your wings!’

May this be our prayer at this time.
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2. New Policies

Two new policies relating to HDR students, established in discussion with the Department of Education,
Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR), have been posted on the MCD website. They are the

e HDR Student Intervention Policy

e HDR Course Progress Policy
These policies provide essential information relating to student rights and responsibilities, as well as to
the support and action you can expect from MCD.

Both policies should be read in conjunction with the Working Procedures for HDR Students, the
Academic Conduct Policy and the Academic Grievance Policy.

3. Re-enrolment for 2009
Re-enrolment forms were due by 2 February 2009.

Thank you to those of you who have submitted your re-enrolment forms for 2009. For those of you who
have not yet done so, please note that it is a requirement of candidature that all students are
continuously enrolled. To this end, | would ask you to complete and submit your forms as soon as
possible.

4. Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC)
Applications for the March HREC meeting are due by Monday 16 February.

HREC Seminar 18 March 2009: Kew Baptist Church Hall

An important information seminar on HREC — its purpose and procedures — will be held at 3:00pm on 18
March 2009 at the Kew Baptist Church Hall, Highbury Grove, Kew. This is a crucial opportunity to
become familiar with the reasons why ethical clearance is necessary, with the process that is followed
by the Human Research Ethics Committee in evaluating applications, and with some changes to the
procedures that will be trialled during 2009. A presentation will also be made that will provide advice on
how to make a good application. Please put this in your diary and plan to come along.

HREC Annual Progress and Final Reports

All students in receipt of ethical clearance from the MCD HREC are required to submit an annual report
on their research. The report form is available on the MCD website at:

http://www.mcd.edu.au/forms/HRECProgressReport.pdf

The report is due annually at the date of your HREC clearance notification. A final report is due on
submission of your thesis.

5. Postgraduate Research Seminars

All HDR candidates are expected to present at least one paper at a research seminar during the period
of their candidature. These are important opportunities to present your research before your peers and,
by doing so, receive constructive feedback that can then help refine your thesis.

The first two seminars for 2009 will be held on 17 February at Catholic Theological College, and on 19
February at the Centre for Theology and Ministry.
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There are still spaces available for presenters on 19 February, so contact Judy Cook if you wish to give a
paper on that day (adminresearch@mcd.edu.au). | would encourage you to invite your supervisor(s) to
attend when you are presenting!

Please note also that all students are welcome to attend and present at any seminar, irrespective of
Field.

6. Coming MCD events and MCD research dates for 2009

Conferral 2009
The MCD conferral ceremony for 2009 will be held at Wilson Hall, the University of Melbourne, at
7:30pm on 8 May. In order to be eligible to graduate, you must
e have received official notification that your thesis has been passed and that you have been
recommended to Council for the awarding of your degree
¢ have made any changes to the thesis required by the Chair of Examiners and have had them
certified
e have lodged the 3 permanent bound copies of your thesis with the MCD by 1 April this year.

| will shortly be sending letters to all students who fall into this category. If you do not receive a letter by
the end of February and believe that you are eligible to graduate, please contact me.

HDR orientation and information day: Whitley College

A postgraduate student information day will be held on 12 March, from 10:30am-3:30pm. Amongst
other things, this will serve as an orientation to research candidature for new students, as well as an
introduction to higher critical research—what it’s about, what the stages are, where it might lead—to
prospective candidates.

Other dates
16 February 2009: closing date for HREC applications (March meeting)
17 February2009: postgraduate research seminar (Fields A & B)
19 February 2009: postgraduate research seminar (Fields C & D)
18 March: HREC information seminar
8 May 2009: annual conferral ceremony

7. Forthcoming Conferences and Call for Papers

e After Darwin: a conference to celebrate the 150" anniversary of the publication of Charles
Darwin’s On the Origin of the Species. The conference is being hosted by Trinity College
Theological School and the Centre for Theology and Ministry, from 21-23 July 2009. Abstracts of
300 words are due by Friday 3 March, to Rev Dr Stephen Ames, at
sames@trinityunimelb.edu.au. For further details, please refer to the flyer at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/Darwin%20flyer.pdf

e Calvin’s Legacy: a celebration of the 500" anniversary of John Calvin’s birth. This one-day
conference is being held at the Centre for Theology and Ministry on 21 August. The keynote
address will be delivered by Prof. Elsie McKee, from Princeton Theological Seminary. Abstracts
of 250 words should be sent to Heather Cameron at Heather.Cameron@ctm.uca.org.au by 6
March 2009. For further details, contact CTM on 9340 8800.
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8. Scholarships and Grants

Congratulations to Deborah Storie (PhD) and Chris Mulherin (DTheol) for being awarded Australian
Postgraduate Awards by the MCD. Zhodi Angami (PhD) was awarded an Endeavour International
Postgraduate Research Scholarship. Congratulations to these three, and to the other applicants.

| remind candidates that, in addition to the Commonwealth Government scholarships, the MCD provides
research funding for HDR students, through travel and conference grants. Please refer to the MCD
website for details of what funding may be available to assist you in your research, at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/re_grants.html

Note that the closing date for the second round of research grants for 2009 is 29 May 2009.

Please plan ahead so that you get your application in well before your proposed conference travel.

9. Commercialisation Training Scheme

MCD receives funding from the Federal Government under the Commercialisation Training Scheme that
enables enrolled doctoral students to undertake an approved Graduate Certificate in Commercialisation.
One of the approved courses, for which MCD students are eligible to apply, is run by the Melbourne
Business School. See http://www.gradstudies.unimelb.edu.au/programs/CTS/ for details. The scheme is
designed to assist doctoral candidates acquire the skills necessary to place their research findings within
the broader public sphere. For humanities students, it is a particularly good way of learning how to turn
the thesis into a book. For details on how to apply, please contact the Director of Research.

10. Publications

As with other Higher Education Providers that receive Commonwealth Government research funding,
publications are a key component in the method by which the Government decides how to distribute
those funds. And of course, it is not only faculty members who publish, but also HDR students. Please
inform us of any publications, or refereed conference papers, that have come out under your name
during 2008. DEEWR points are an important source of funding for the MCD, and every contribution is
greatly appreciated!

The due date for submission to MCD of 2008 publication data is Friday 24 April 2009. The HERDC
(Higher Education Research Data Collection) guidelines for the 2009 collection of 2006 data are available
on the DEEWR website at:
http://www.innovation.gov.au/ScienceAndResearch/programs_funding/Pages/highereducationresearch
datacollection.aspx

Forms for submission of publications data in the DEEWR categories of
e Book

Book Chapter

Journal Article

e Conference Proceeding (refereed)

and details of the required verification materials are available from the Director of Research
directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au
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Please also ensure that whenever you present a conference paper, or submit an article or chapter for
publication, that MCD is listed as your home institution, either in a by-line or footnote. If your
affiliation with MCD is not verifiable, we are unable to collect any points from your publication(s).

11. PREQ: Course Experience Questionnaire

While on the subject of data collection, many of you will be familiar with the Australian Graduate Survey
(AGS), which asks recent graduates to reflect and comment upon their study experience through their
Higher Education Provider. The Postgraduate Research Experience Questionnaire (PREQ) is the HDR
component of the AGS.

The Australian Graduate Survey is an extremely important element in the public positioning of the MCD
— if we get a 50% response rate, MCD is listed in the Good Universities Guide — but also in the ongoing
and strategic improvement of MCD course provision. We need to receive and hear your feedback, both
positive and negative, so that we can improve our teaching, supervision and administration.

PREQ forms will be sent out to students approximately 4 months after the completion of their course;
when you receive your forms, please take the time to complete and submit them.

12. RTI Research Coordinators 2009

RTI (Recognised Teaching Institution) | Research Email address
Coordinator
Catholic Theological College (CTC) Rev Dr Shane | smackinlay@ctc.edu.au
Mackinlay
Churches of Christ Theological College | Rev Dr Alan Niven aniven@cctc.vic.edu.au
(ccTQ)
ICSPF Rev Dr Alan Niven aniven@cctc.vic.edu.au
United Faculty of Theology (UFT) Dr Peter Sherlock dean@uft.unimelb.edu.au
Whitley College Dr Mark Brett mbrett@whitley.unimelb.edu.au
Yarra Theological Union (YTU) Rev Dr Michael Kelly | m.kelly@ytu.edu.au
Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD) Dr Mark R. Lindsay directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au

13. Contact details

Dr Mark R. Lindsay

Director of Research

Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, Kew VIC 3101

Phone: (03) 9853 3177 Fax: (03) 9853 6695
Email: directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au
Website: www.mcd.unimelb.edu.au
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