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3. Grants and Scholarships 
Please note that the next round of Research Grants closes on Friday 24 September. If you wish to apply for a Conference Travel Grant, please complete the appropriate form and submit it to the MCD Office by the closing date. 

I would also remind you that the closing date for APA scholarship applications is 27 October. IPRS applications close on the 26 November. 

I would encourage you strongly to apply.
Details and application forms are on the website, at 

http://www.mcd.edu.au/research-grants-scholarships-current 

4. Forthcoming MCD Events and Research Dates for 2010
· 27-28 September: Postgraduate Research Conference. Jointly sponsored by MCD and ACU, this will be a low-cost, but very significant, opportunity for HDR students to network and engage with peers across both institutions. The opening keynote address will be delivered by the internationally-renowned Rev. Prof. Gerry O’Collins. See details at 
http://www.acu.edu.au/acu_national/the_university/conferences/postgraduate_research_conference_in_theology_and_philosophy/
There are currently 13 MCD students confirmed as presenters, and so I strongly encourage all HDR students to attend, and so that you can hear and support your colleagues. 

· 1-4 October 2010: Biennial Conference in Philosophy, Religion & Culture, sponsored by the Catholic Institute of Sydney, on the theme Creation, Nature and the Built Environment. 
See conference details at http://www.cis.catholic.edu.au/biennial_conference.htm
· 30-31 October 2010: ISCAST Intensive 2010. ISCAST is holding an intensive on the topic, The Use and Abuse of the Bible in an Age of Science and Technology. The keynote speaker will be Prof. Gareth Jones, University of Otago. See details at http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/intensive_call_for_papers.pdf
Please note that the Calls for Papers for these conferences have now closed. While I nonetheless encourage you to attend, if these events are of interest to you, you will not be able to apply for MCD conference funding, unless you are already confirmed as a speaker.

Details of other conferences can be found on the MCD website, under the Upcoming Events section.
5. Postgraduate Seminars

The August round of postgraduate seminars has been replaced by the MCD-ACU conference (see above).
The next round will be held at the following times:
· Monday 4 October (5:30pm): doctoral students

· Tuesday 12 October (5:30pm): all research students welcome

· Thursday 21 October (5:30pm): all research students welcome
Venues to be advised.

Please note that all HDR candidates are expected to present at least one seminar paper during the course of their candidature. Please let Dr Lindsay Hutchinson know as soon as possible if you are interested in speaking at any of these three times. 

6. Important Dates for Semester 2
· 24 September: annual report forms, signed by supervisors, due at the MCD
· 24 September: closing date for applications, Round Three of Research Grants 
· 5 October: closing date for HREC applications for the October meeting

· 27 October: closing date for APA applications

· 26 November: closing date for IPRS applications
7. Re-Enrolment 2011

Please note the following very important announcement regarding re-enrolment procedures for 2011. 

There is no longer any need for current HDR students to re-enrol for the following academic year. From now on, for all current and new HDR students, it is a condition of candidature that enrolment is maintained continuously, apart from periods of approved leave of absence. Any changes to enrolment conditions—e.g. from full- to part-time, from minor to major thesis or vice versa, leaves of absence, etc...—still require the completion and lodgement of the appropriate form(s), but there will be no need to repeat this information through a re-enrolment procedure.
8. RTI Research Coordinators 2010
	RTI (Recognised Teaching Institution)
	Research Coordinator
	Email address

	Catholic Theological College (CTC)
	Rev Dr Shane Mackinlay
	smackinlay@ctc.edu.au

	Churches of Christ Theological College (CCTC)
	Rev Dr Alan Niven
	aniven@cctc.edu.au

	ICSPF
	Rev Dr Michael Smith
	smithm@mira.net

	United Faculty of Theology (UFT)
	Dr Peter Sherlock
	dean@uft.edu.au

	Whitley College
	Dr Mark Brett
	mbrett@whitley.unimelb.edu.au

	Yarra Theological Union (YTU)
	Rev Dr Michael Kelly
	m.kelly@ytu.edu.au

	Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD)
	Dr Mark R. Lindsay
	mlindsay@mcd.edu.au


9. HDR Annual Progress Report Form 
Further to the important announcement at item 7 concerning Re-enrolment for 2011, students are reminded that it is a condition of candidature that they submit an Annual Report Form by the last Friday in September, unless they are on leave of absence or have recently submitted their thesis. Copies of the Annual Report Form have been sent to all currently-enrolled HDR students. If you did not, for some reason, receive a copy, please email HDRsupport@mcd.edu.au as soon as possible. The date for submission of the report for this year is Friday 24 September.  There is one important change to the form for this year, and that is that the completed form must now be signed by the Research Coordinator at the candidate’s RTI, as well as by the Supervisor(s) and the candidate.
Contact details

Dr Lindsay Hutchinson

HDR Student Support Officer

Email: HDRsupport@mcd.edu.au
Dr Mark R. Lindsay

Director of Research
Email: mlindsay@mcd.edu.au
Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, Kew VIC 3101

Phone: (03) 9853 3177 Fax: (03) 9853 6695
Website: www.mcd. edu.au
Postgraduate Research Newsletter





1. Introduction


The AFL finals are here again – it’s Spring in Melbourne! I must confess that, while I have ardently followed the Blues since our move to Victoria in 2001, I have found it hard to leave my hometown allegiance entirely in the background. I used to live near Fremantle – for so many years, a source of ridicule but now, at last, there is something to smile about. With Carlton out of the race, and with there being some quite logical reasons why no one should ever be forced to cheer for either Collingwood or Geelong (!), here’s hoping that the Dockers roll the Cats tomorrow night... (I do realize, though, that this may be little more than an eschatological hope!)





Of course, life is more than footy, even in September. I do trust that the past few winter months have been productive for you all, and that your own research programs are progressing well.





With the Feast of the Birth of Mary just behind us (8 September), let me say that I hope that the next few months also bring to birth for you much wisdom, creativity and insight.  














2. MCD Centenary Events


In early July, some 200+ people came from across Australia and around the world to participate in the MCD Centenary Conference, which was held at Trinity College, on the theme The Future of Religion in Australian Society. I know that a number of research students were there, and also at the ANZATS Conference which followed immediately afterwards. 


As I’m sure those of you who were able to attend can attest, both conferences were great successes. It was a terrific opportunity to hear some world-class theologians speak, on topics ranging from eschatology and literature, to inter-religious dialogue, science and religion, and refuge advocacy. 





The next edition of Pacifica will contain each of the plenary papers, and will make for fascinating reading!





The next major centenary event will be a liturgical service at 2:00pm on 17 December, at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne. This will mark 100 years to the day that the Melbourne College of Divinity Act was received by Royal Assent, and will be a fitting conclusion to an exciting and ground-breaking year in the history of the College.














3. Re-enrolment, 2010


All HDR students should by now have re-enrolled for 2010. If you have not yet done so, please make sure that you submit your re-enrolment for as soon as possible, to Dr Lindsay Hutchinson. 





The form is available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/reenrolment_2010.rtf" �http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/reenrolment_2010.rtf� 








Spring 2010










