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1. Introduction

Ode to Spring...

From one New Yorker to another:
‘Spring has sprung, the
grass is riz. | wonder
where the boidies is?’

‘The boid is on the wing.’

‘But that’s absoid - |
always thought the wing
was on the boid!’

And so begins Spring, a season
traditionally associated with new
life, new birth and rejuvenation.

Given that our Australian
springtime comes towards the
latter part of the vyear,

‘rejuvenated’ may be the very last
thing that we are feeling at this
time! But if that is the case, then
it is perhaps worth reminding
ourselves, particularly if we are
struggling to push through to
year’s end, that

‘The day the Lord created hope
was probably the same day he
created Spring’

(Bern Williams)

May this time indeed be a hopeful
one for you, and may the coming
of warmer months and longer
days helps you in your research.

2. Staff Changes

It is with both sadness (for us) and
delight (for them) that | need to
inform you that Sophia Haccou
(Manager, Research
Administration) and Judy Cook
(Administrative Assistant,
Research) have left the MCD to
pursue other options. Both Sophia
and Judy have contributed
enormously to the day-to-day
operations of the MCD Research
Office, and they will be sorely
missed.

An advertisement has been
placed on SEEK for the position of
Research Student Support Officer,
the closing date for which is 25
September. | am hopeful that we
will be able to fill this position
with an excellent candidate by the
early part of October.

In the meantime, and in order to
ease the pressures on this Office,
if you have any queries relating to
your program or candidature, |
would ask that you check first
with either your supervisor or RTI
Research Coordinator. If your
question still remains unresolved,
by all means get in touch with me
here.
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3. New Website

No doubt all of you will have seen the new
MCD website, which was launched on 12
August. The design and content are intended
to show, not only that the MCD has a
wonderful heritage of teaching and research
excellence in theology, divinity and religious
studies (the centenary of which will be
celebrated next year), but also that we are
bright, fresh and contemporary. | think it
demonstrates that admirably, and hope that
you agree. | would encourage you to take a
browse through the site if you have not done
so already, and familiarize yourself with
where the research-related items are to be
found (e.g. forms, procedures, policies and
regulations...).

4. MCD Digital Research
Repository

As you know from the previous edition of this
newsletter, the MCD’s digital repository—a
web-based searchable warehouse of all of
MCD'’s research output, from both faculty and
HDR students—is now live on the web. We
have already had a number of requests from
scholars and librarians in the USA for access to
items in the repository, which demonstrates
that it does indeed work. Again, | encourage
you to browse the  holdings, at
http://repository.mcd.edu.au/. Some items
will appear only in their metadata form, but
others are available in full-copy.

In due course, at the end of your examination
process, you will all be asked to submit your
theses for lodgement in the repository. The
MCD will require that your thesis metadata be
lodged, but | would also strongly encourage
you to consider submitting the whole thesis. It
will be an excellent way of getting your
research output made available to the wider
community, and should not prevent the later
publication of your work, should you wish that
to happen. Please let me know if you want
further details about this.

www.mcd.edu.au

5. July Research School

Thanks to those of you who took part in the
July Research School at the Centre for
Theology and Ministry. We had about 9-10
people per session over the three days, and |
think that those of us who were there found it
to be enjoyable, and thoroughly stimulating.
We had some wonderful (if at times
provocative!) presentations from faculty
members (Rev Dr Tony Campbell and Dr
Catherine Playoust), as well as from a former
MCD Research Scholar Dr Anne Elvey. There
were a number of excellent papers by
students, and a library research skills session
led by Stephen Connelly from the Dalton-
McCaughey Library.

6. Postgraduate Seminars

The next round of postgraduate seminars will
take place in early-mid October, as follows:
e 5 Qctober, 5:30pm, at the Kew
Baptist Hall
e 13 October, 5:30pm, at the Centre for
Theology and Ministry
e 22 October, 5:30pm, in the Treacey
Boardroom of CTC
There are still two places available for the
seminar on 13 October, so if you would like to
present a paper, please let me know as soon
as possible.

7. Human Research Ethics
Committee (HREC)

Applications for the October HREC meeting
are due by Monday 5 October.

8. HDR Annual Report Forms
for 2009

MCD guidelines require the submission of
annual report forms as a condition of HDR
candidature. It is the responsibility of each
HDR student to complete and submit this
form for every year of candidature. Forms for
2009 are due in on Friday 25 September, and
you must submit your form before re-
enrolling for 2010. The form was emailed to
all HDR students on August 19, and is also
available on the MCD website at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/forms-hdr-students.
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The form needs to be completed in
consultation between the candidate and her
or his supervisor/s.

9. Coming MCD Events and

Research Dates for 2009

e 25 September: closing date for HDR
student annual progress reports.

e 25 September: closing date for Round
Three of Research Grants and
Scholarships

e HREC, 26 October. Closing date for
applications, 5 October.

e Postgraduate seminars, 5, 13 and 22
October.

e 20-21 November: Interpreting St
Francis and St Clare in a Multi-
religious Society: from the middle
ages to the present. To be held at
YTU, in collaboration with the MCD
and the Centre for Studies in Religion
and Theology (Monash University).

e Theology and Ministry Collegium, 23-
27 November. To be held at the
Centre for Theology and Ministry (1
Morrison  Close, Parkville). The
Collegium will be facilitated by Revd
Dr Charles Sherlock, who will be well
known to many of you, and who has
vast experience running  such
programs. The theme will revolve
around ‘Ministry and Time’ and will
draw on Charles’ presentation at the
Societas Liturgica conference, held
this last August in Sydney. Please
note: the running of the Collegium is
dependent on there being sufficient
enrolments — at least 6 are needed.

e MCD Intensive School, 30 November —
2 December. This is being run as an
official ‘off-site’” event for the
Parliament of World Religions, and
will  feature presentations from
Professor George Hunsinger
(Princeton Theological Seminary), Dr
John Collins (YTU), and myself. The
theme is Ministry in Transition:
Ecumenism, Generous Orthodoxy and
Inter-Faith Engagement. A brochure
for this is available on the MCD
website at

www.mcd.edu.au

http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/f

lyer.pdf
Professor Hunsinger is one of the foremost
theologians of this generation, and is also the
founder of the National Religious Campaign
Against  Torture (http://www.nrcat.org/),
about which he has met with delegations
from the White House, and will be speaking at
the Parliament of World Religions. It is indeed
a coup to have secured him for this Intensive
School, and so | would strongly encourage you
to attend, if at all possible.

10. Scholarships and Grants

As noted above, the closing date for
applications for Round Three of the Research
Grants and Scholarships will close on 25
September.

| remind candidates that, in addition to the
Commonwealth Government scholarships, the
MCD provides research funding for HDR
students, through travel and conference
grants. Please refer to the MCD website for
details of what funding may be available to
assist  you in  your research, at
http://www.mcd.edu.au/research-grants-
scholarships-scholars

Please plan ahead so that you get your
application in well before your proposed
conference travel. Note that the MCD cannot
fund conference travel retrospectively.

11. Job Opportunity

The University of Newcastle has advertised for
the position of Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in
Theology. See the website for particulars, at
http://newcastle.edu.au/job-vacancies/
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12. RTI Research Coordinators 2009

RTI (Recognised Teaching Institution) Research Coordinator
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Email address

Catholic Theological College (CTC) Rev Dr Shane smackinlay@ctc.edu.au
Mackinlay

Churches of Christ Theological College Rev Dr Alan Niven aniven@cctc.edu.au

(CCTC)

ICSPF Rev Dr Alan Niven aniven@cctc.edu.au

United Faculty of Theology (UFT) Dr Peter Sherlock dean@uft.edu.au

Whitley College Dr Mark Brett mbrett@whitley.unimelb.edu.au

Yarra Theological Union (YTU) Rev Dr Michael Kelly m.kelly@ytu.edu.au

Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD) Dr Mark R. Lindsay directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au

Contact details

Dr Mark R. Lindsay
Director of Research
Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, Kew VIC 3101

Phone: (03) 9853 3177 Fax: (03) 9853 6695
Email: directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au

Website: www.mcd. edu.au
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