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Candidates for Doctor of Theology and Doctor of Philosophy degrees are enrolled as probationary candidates until a research proposal has been approved by a Confirmation Panel. Normally, this will take place no later than 12 months into full-time candidature, or 2 years into part-time candidature. The timing of the panel is indicated on the admissions letter.
The Director of Research will convene a Confirmation Panel, consisting of the Supervisor(s), the Director or nominee in the Chair, the research coordinator of the RTI, and at least two academics with relevant expertise, to consider and make a recommendation concerning confirmation of candidature.

At least three weeks before the date set for the Panel, you will need to submit, together with this form, a detailed research proposal, with particular attention to methodology and bibliography and a substantial amount of the written work completed to date, usually 10-12,000 words, copies of which will be provided to each Panel member so it can be read prior to the meeting.
The research proposal must be accompanied by a brief, supporting statement signed by the principal supervisor, commenting on the candidate’s capacity to complete the research project within 3 years full-time, or 6 years part-time.  The Panel will discuss the research proposal with the candidate, then advise on whether the topic is suitable for doctoral research, if the candidate is capable of completing the doctoral program within the timeframe set down in the relevant Regulations, and also that the MCD is able to provided adequate library resources and supervision. 

Once the candidature is confirmed, the candidate must apply to HREC for ethical clearance.  No research involving human subjects, or using records not in the public domain, may commence or proceed without ethical clearance having been given by HREC in writing.  Even for projects where research clearance is not required, an application must be made in order that it can be exempted from obtaining clearance.
	Family Name:
	Given Names:

	Postal Address:

Postcode:
	Residential Address (if different):

Postcode:

	Telephone (Day):
	Telephone (Evening):

	Fax:
	Mobile:

	Email:
	RTI:

	Current Course Enrolment (please tick one):
	PhD
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	DTheol
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Course Commenced (Year) : 
	

	I have been enrolled in my doctoral course for _____
confirmed.
	months and request that my candidature be 

	Principal Supervisor:
	Associate Supervisor:


HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE
Does your research involve human subjects, or use of records not in the public domain? This includes all information gathered from interviews, questionnaires and personal correspondence that is not on the public record.
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please tick the appropriate box


If you indicated YES, then you will also need to complete a draft HREC application, and include it with this application, so that your project’s research methodology can be considered for endorsement.  A specialist in the discipline of your research will be asked by the Research Coordinator at your RTI to advise if the proposed methodology is appropriate.  It may be that your supervisor is the appropriate specialist.  (After this approval, your project will then need to be submitted to HREC.)  A copy of the HREC Application Form can be found on the MCD website.

SIGNATURES:

Signature of Candidate: .......................................................................................
Date:……/……/………...

Name of Candidate: ..................................................................................................
Signature of Supervisor: ......................................................................................
Date: ……/……/………...

Name of Supervisor: .............................................................................................
Signature of Research Coordinator: ..................................................................
Date: ……/……/………...

Name of Research Coordinator: ..........................................................................
Please send the completed form to: 

Director of Research 

Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove

Kew VIC 3101

Email: directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au
fax: 03 9853 6695

Request for Confirmation of Candidature (DTheol or PhD)














