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BURSARY POLICY
1. Rationale
The MCD Student Bursary Fund intends to support students experiencing financial difficulties. An important criterion in determining the awarding of a bursary is that a student should have demonstrated both capacity and commitment to study, evidenced by successful completion of some study prior to applying for bursary assistance. 
2. Eligibility 

All MCD students (domestic and international) who have completed 60 points of study are eligible to apply for bursaries toward tuition fees or related expenses such as textbooks, computer equipment or access to software.
3. Determination 

Bursaries will be allocated on the basis of need, after taking into consideration whether or not the student is eligible for Austudy and/or FEE-HELP, and what other sources of income or support are available to the student. Preference will be given to students undertaking their first diploma or degree in theology and consideration will be extended to those nearing completion of their course. Bursaries will normally provide not more than 40% of the applicant’s tuition fees for the semester.
4. Applications 

Applications must be made on an MCD Bursary Application Form, which will be available at all Recognised Teaching Institutions and on the MCD website.  Applications must be submitted by the commencement date of each semester.
5. Committee

A committee consisting of the MCD Director of Finance & Administration (Registrar), Finance Manager and the Director of either Coursework or Research, depending on the program the student is enrolled in, will consider applications and allocate bursaries from the funds available, prior to the commencement of each semester, informing all applicants well before census date.
6. Allocation Guidelines

Bursary funds granted for tuition assistance will be offset against tuition fees (in the same way that FEE-HELP support is), with RTIs receiving the normal teaching fee. Only the applicant, the MCD committee, and the officer from the RTI who recommended the application must know the outcome of a bursary application. Bursaries will be allocated on a semester basis, but a student may apply for assistance in successive semesters. Re-applying students who have been awarded a bursary but fail one or more units of their course will be required to show cause as to why a further bursary should be provided.
7. Funding

The MCD allocates a relatively small amount for the Bursary Fund in its annual budget so an appeal for donations to the Bursary Fund should be advertised widely, in order to attract a level of funding that would enable realistic assistance to be given to students for tuition and related costs associated with their study.

Donations to the MCD Bursary Fund are tax deductible.  The donor may earmark their donation to be used for a particular student cohort or students studying at a particular RTI, but their donation must not be earmarked for a particular student. 
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