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Description

MCD Honorary Postdoctoral Associates, Research Associates and Research Fellows, through their association with the Melbourne College of Divinity, contribute to the research activities of the MCD on a non-stipendary basis.

All such Honorary Research appointments are academic appointments and are made by the Academic Board on the recommendation of the Research Committee. 

Eligibility
1. Honorary Postdoctoral Associate
To be eligible for appointment, MCD Honorary Postdoctoral Associates will have graduated with either a PhD, DTheol or DMinStuds, or their equivalents, from the MCD or a similar institution, no more than 5 years prior to the application being made. Successful applicants will normally be accomplished early-career researchers, who show evidence of research potential in the areas of theology, divinity, religious studies or related disciplines.  
In line with the ARC definition of early-career researchers, Honorary Postdoctoral Associates will be appointed for a maximum of five years from the date of the conferral of their doctoral degree. At the conclusion of that period, they may seek appointment as an Honorary Research Associate.
2. Honorary Research Associate
To be eligible for appointment, MCD Honorary Research Associates will have made a recognised contribution to research in theology, divinity, religious studies or related disciplines, and will generally be associated with the MCD as:
· a retired faculty member of a Recognised Teaching Institution (RTI) of the MCD or of the MCD Office Executive, or
· an adjunct faculty member of an RTI, RTI visiting scholar, or RTI research associate, or
· an external member of an MCD Faculty Research Group, who is research-active under the MCD definition, or
· an MCD Honorary Postdoctoral Associate who has concluded a term of appointment in this early-career category and seeks appointment as a Research Associate.
Any other university academic engaged in research in theology, divinity, religious studies or related disciplines who has not had a previous association with the MCD but who otherwise meets the requirements may seek appointment in this category.
3. Honorary Research Fellow 

To be eligible for appointment, Honorary Research Fellows will be senior scholars with international standing in their chosen fields. They may also have a prior or existing relationship with the MCD as:
· a retired faculty member of a Recognised Teaching Institution (RTI) of the MCD or of the MCD Office Executive, or
· an adjunct faculty member of an RTI, or
· an external member of an MCD Faculty Research Group, who is research active under the MCD definition, especially in theology.
Entitlements

Honorary Postdoctoral Associates, Research Associates and Research Fellows are entitled to use the descriptor Honorary Postdoctoral Associate, Honorary Research Associate or Honorary Research Fellow as applicable.

They will also be entitled to:

· apply individually for Faculty Conference Travel Grants and jointly with MCD Faculty for Faculty Small Grants;
· have membership of libraries in association with the MCD;
· receive invitations to MCD research and social events, and
· have access to appropriate software including EndNote, and an MCD email account.
Responsibilities

Honorary Postdoctoral Associates, Research Associates and Research Fellows will contribute to the research activities of the MCD through publication of research; participation at MCD research seminars; and collegial exchange with MCD Faculty to develop existing and emerging MCD research strengths. All appointees are required to submit an annual report of research activity, research supervision, conference papers and publications. Renewal of appointment is subject to the submission of a satisfactory report each year.
Honorary Postdoctoral Associates, Research Associates and Research Fellows are required to acknowledge their association with the MCD in all published research material. They are also required to submit publication materials to the MCD, for annual submission to the Federal Government through the HERDC and ERA protocols.   
Honorary Postdoctoral Associates, Research Associates and Research Fellows may be appointed as supervisors of MCD students. They may also be eligible to serve as external members of MCD Committees at the discretion of the Committee in question, taking into account the nature of the person’s overall association with the MCD and subject to the approval of the Council of the MCD.

Application

Applications for Honorary Research status are to be made on the appropriate form, and are to be signed by either the Director of Research or the Dean of the MCD. 
Appointment

The Dean makes a formal offer of honorary appointment. With the exception of Postdoctoral Associate appointments, which are for a maximum of five years from the date of conferral of the doctoral degree and are not renewable, appointments are for an initial term of three years, and are renewable thereafter. 
MCD Honorary Postdoctoral Associates, Research Associates and Research Fellows: 


Guidelines and Conditions of Appointment 
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