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where in the world.

3. Conferral 2011

The MCD conferral ceremony for 2011 will be held on 12 May, and will again be at Wilson Hall, the University of Melbourne.  For those of you who are eligible to graduate at that time, please note that you must have lodged your Application to Graduate form with the MCD by Monday 4 April. You must also lodge the final corrected and bound copies of your thesis with the MCD. At this point, we have 17 definite HDR graduands, and expect to have a total of 25—so, another very pleasing year for HDR completions! If you have any questions about the process, or your eligibility, please contact the MCD as soon as possible.
4. Grants and Scholarships

The Grants and Scholarships Working Group met in February to allocate Australian Postgraduate Award (APA) and International Postgraduate Research Student (IPRS) places, and to allocate the first round of research grants for 2011. 

I am delighted to let you know that the following students were awarded APAs:

· Trudy Dantis (PhD), for research on the topic, Tracing the Pulse: An investigation into vitality in Australian Catholic parishes and the capacity of a social capital theory framework to identify it.
· Sally Douglas (PhD), for research on the topic, The Scandal of the Scandal of Particularity 
· Xiaoli Yang (PhD), for research on the topic, Homecoming in Haizi: the resonance of the Gospel and the Chinese soul-search.

The MCD also awarded the following student an IPRS:

· Si Khia (PhD), for research on the topic, The Skilled Caregivers: Tending God’s People in the Myanmar Context. 
Congratulations to all those students!

Please also note that the closing date for Research Grants—Round Two is Friday 27 May. I strongly encourage you to consider presenting at a conference, and preparing an application for a travel grant to help get you there. There are a number of conferences coming up, some of which are listed below.
5. Forthcoming MCD Events and Research Dates for 2011
· 1 April: Matthew in Context. MCD-ACU conference. 10:30-3:15, Centre for Theology and Ministry, Parkville

· 18 April: closing date for HREC applications
· 29 April: HERDC returns due to Director of Research
· 9 May: doctoral research seminar, 5:30pm. 
· 12 May: MCD Conferral
· 19 May: Postgraduate seminar, 5:30pm. Venue tba. 27 May: closing date, Research Grants—Round Two
· 3-6 July: ANZATS Conference, Found In Translation: Bible, Worship, Mission. For details, see http://www.anzats.edu.au/downloads/Conference_2011_notice.pdf 
· 19-20 August: Colloquium on Theological Interpretation, Laidlaw College, New Zealand. For details and the Call for Papers, see http://www.anzats.edu.au/downloads/Colloquium_on_Theological_Interpretation.pdf 
6. HERDC Returns 
As with other Higher Education Providers that receive Commonwealth Government research funding, publications are a key component in the method by which the Government decides how to distribute those funds. And of course, it is not only faculty members who publish, but also HDR students. 
If you have published anything during 2010 (including book chapters, refereed journal articles, and refereed conference papers), you will need to submit details of those publications to the MCD Research Office by 29 April 2011.  
Let me take this opportunity to remind you all that if you do publish anything while you are a candidate at the MCD, the by-line MUST list you as an MCD student, and not (primarily) as a student of your RTI.
7. Postgraduate Seminars
The next round of postgraduate seminars will take place in April-May, as follows: 

· 9 May, 5:30pm: doctoral students

· 19 May: all HDR students

Please let Dr Lindsay Hutchinson know as soon as possible if you are interested in speaking at either of these times. 

8. Your enrolment

The issuing of enrolment records and fee statements for semester 1, 2011, went very smoothly and it was pleasing to note that there were no errors or omissions. A reminder that all of the forms relating to HDR candidature, panels, grants, HREC and the examination of a thesis, have been updated and can be found at: http://www.mcd.edu.au/forms-hdr-students
If you have concerns or queries about any aspect of your candidature, please do not hesitate to contact Dr Lindsay Hutchinson: HDRsupport@mcd.edu.au
9. Essay Prize

The Society for the Study of Theology and the International Journal of Systematic Theology offer an annual essay prize—now entering its eighth year—in memory of Rev Prof. Colin Gunton. 

The topic for the 2011 prize is: ‘The theology of providence’.
As the prize celebrates Colin Gunton’s contribution to constructive Christian theology, essays should work within that broad area. Entry to the competition is restricted to current students and to those within three years of their doctoral graduation at the closing date. Entries will be judged on academic merit. 
The winning author will be invited to the Society for the Study of Theology annual conference in 2012, where a presentation of the prize of £200 will be made at the conference reception. The winning essay will be published in the IJST; other competition entries may also be considered for publication. 
Further details including about submission format, can be found on the IJST website.  
10. RTI Research Coordinators 2011
	RTI (Recognised Teaching Institution)
	Research Coordinator
	Email address

	Australian Lutheran College (ALC)
	Rev Dr Jeff Silcock
	Jeffrey.Silcock@alc.edu.au

	Churches of Christ Theological College (CCTC)
	Rev Dr Alan Niven
	aniven@cctc.edu.au

	Catholic Theological College (CTC)
	Rev Dr Shane Mackinlay
	smackinlay@ctc.edu.au

	ICSPF
	Rev Dr Michael Smith
	smithm@mira.net

	United Faculty of Theology (UFT)
	Dr Peter Sherlock
	dean@uft.edu.au

	Whitley College
	Dr Mark Brett
	mbrett@whitley.unimelb.edu.au

	Yarra Theological Union (YTU)
	Rev Dr Michael Kelly
	m.kelly@ytu.edu.au

	Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD)
	Dr Mark R. Lindsay
	directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au


Contact details

Dr Mark R. Lindsay

Director of Research

Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, Kew VIC 3101

Phone: (03) 9853 3177 Fax: (03) 9853 6695
Email: directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au
Website: www.mcd. edu.au 
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the most devastated places. And even in our own midst, we have been saddened in recent days by the sudden and unexpected passing of Margaret McManus, an MTheol student at CTC. At this time, then, our thoughts and prayers are with all those whose lives and livelihoods have been torn apart by these and other circumstances. In this, as in all times, it is right to remember


Deus est regit qui omnia





(there is a God who 


rules all things)


2. ERA 2010


No doubt you will have seen from the considerable press coverage that the MCD performed very well in the 2010 Excellence in Research for Australia initiative. Out of a possible 5, our research in the area of Religion and Religious Studies was rated a 3—at world standard. This puts us on a par with universities such as Monash, Macquarie and Sydney. Significantly, no university scored better than 4 in this particular field of research, so we are certainly tracking at the higher end of the sector in this regard. In short, you can be very confident that, by doing your research program at the MCD, you are accessing some of the best scholars in your field, not just in Australia, but indeed any-





1. Introduction


We are almost at April, and I am embarrassed that the first month of Autumn has flown by without this newsletter being done. Perhaps that is just symptomatic of another busy, if not frantic, start to the year.  It has certainly been an eventful few months. At the MCD, renovations to the Kew building have finally been completed, and we have moved back after our ‘summer holiday’ at YTU.  Various research grants and scholarships have been awarded, a number of faculty have been busy writing applications for Australian Research Council grants, and much work has been done to finalize the details of the MCD’s Mission-Based Compact with the Federal Government—an agreement that will set the strategic and funding directions for the next three years. In the meantime, many of you will have seen that a Call for Public Comment has been published, in relation to the MCD’s application for Specialist University status. We are hopeful for a decision on this by mid-year. 





Of course, recent months have seen matters of far greater importance taking our thoughts further afield. It has been impossible not to have been affected by the tragedies in Queensland, Christchurch, Libya and Japan—to  name just a few of
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