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4. Conferral 2010 
The MCD conferral ceremony for 2010 will be held at Wilson Hall, the University of Melbourne, at 7:30pm on 22 April.  By now, any HDR students who are eligible to graduate should have submitted their Application to Graduate forms, and the final bound copies of their theses. Last year, 30 masters and doctoral students graduated from the MCD. It looks like we are going to have almost as many this year, which is terrific achievement, particularly in our centenary year. My office is currently full of final bound theses – from 23 students, at last count! Not only is the extraordinary range of topics a fascinating insight into the many and various research interests that find a place within the MCD, but it is also a wonderful testament to the creativity of students and supervisors.  Congratulations, in advance, to all those who will graduate this year. 
5. Grants and Scholarships

The Grants and Scholarships Working Group met recently to distribute funding for research grants, as well as to allocate Australian Postgraduate Award (APA) and International Postgraduate Research Student (IPRS) places. 
I am delighted to let you know that the following students were awarded APAs:

· Jane Lee (PhD), for research on the topic, God’s World: Providence in Romano Guardini’s Writings;
· John Duiker (DTheol), for research on the topic, The Sacrament of the Present Moment and Baptism in the Spirit: foundational elements for becoming fully human;
· Sunny Chen (MTheol), for research on the topic, The study of the semantics and theological connotation of key anthropological terms in the Pauline epistles.

Please be advised that the closing date for Round Two is 28 May 2010. Details and application forms are on the website, at 
http://www.mcd.edu.au/research-grants-scholarships-current 
6. Forthcoming MCD Events and Research Dates for 2010
· 25 March: Information day for new HDR candidates. 
· 28 May: Day conference: Paul Then and Now: Aspects of Paul’s Life and Thought. For details, see http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/paul_conference_poster_1_.pdf 
· 4-7 July: MCD Centenary Conference
· 7-9 July: ANZATS Conference. The Future of God. Eschatology and the Global Challenges of the Future. See the ANZATS website for details and the Call for Papers,  at http://www.anzats.edu.au/conferences.html 
· 27-28 September: Postgraduate Research Conference. Jointly sponsored by MCD and ACU. Details to be confirmed.
· 18-20 November: Immense, Unfathomed, Unconfined: The Grace of God in Creation, Church and Community. Details and the Call for Papers can be found on the website, at http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/_immense.pdf
7. HERDC Returns 
As with other Higher Education Providers that receive Commonwealth Government research funding, publications are a key component in the method by which the Government decides how to distribute those funds. And of course, it is not only faculty members who publish, but also HDR students. It is not too late to submit details of any publications, or refereed conference papers, that have come out under your name during 2009. DEEWR points are an important source of funding for the MCD, and every contribution is greatly appreciated! 

The due date for submission to MCD of 2008 publication data is Friday 23April 2010.
Let me take this opportunity to remind you all that if you do publish anything while you are a candidate at the MCD, the by-line MUST list you as an MCD student, and not (primarily) as a student of your RTI.

The HERDC (Higher Education Research Data Collection) guidelines for the 2010 collection of 2009 data are available on the DEEWR website at:
http://www.innovation.gov.au/Section/Research/Documents/Draft2010HERDCSpecifications.pdf
8. Postgraduate Seminars
The next round of postgraduate seminars will take place in May, as follows: 

· 10 May, 5:30pm: for doctoral students

· 20 May , 11:00am–5:00pm
The venues are still to be determined.

All HDR candidates are expected to present at least one seminar paper during the course of their candidature. Please let Dr Lindsay Hutchinson know as soon as possible if you are interested in speaking at either of these two times. 
9. MCD HDR Students – in the news
As many of you will know, Melbourne has played host to an international Atheist Convention over the past few days, with speakers such as Richard Dawkins, AC Grayling, Peter Singer and Phillip Adams. At the invitation of the ABC Religion program, one of our doctoral students – Chris Mulherin – has been participating in a blog that was timed to coincide with the convention. Great to see MCD folk so active in discussion of current social concern, and great that the ABC recognised the MCD as the place to go, for insightful commentary!
If any of you have similar stories that you would like to share with the rest of the MCD research community, please feel free to contact me.

10. RTI Research Coordinators 2010
	RTI (Recognised Teaching Institution)
	Research Coordinator
	Email address

	Catholic Theological College (CTC)
	Rev Dr Shane Mackinlay
	smackinlay@ctc.edu.au

	Churches of Christ Theological College (CCTC)
	Rev Dr Alan Niven
	aniven@cctc.edu.au

	ICSPF
	Rev Dr Michael Smith
	smithm@mira.net

	United Faculty of Theology (UFT)
	Dr Peter Sherlock
	dean@uft.edu.au

	Whitley College
	Dr Mark Brett
	mbrett@whitley.unimelb.edu.au

	Yarra Theological Union (YTU)
	Rev Dr Michael Kelly
	m.kelly@ytu.edu.au

	Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD)
	Dr Mark R. Lindsay
	directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au


Contact details

Dr Mark R. Lindsay

Director of Research

Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, Kew VIC 3101

Phone: (03) 9853 3177 Fax: (03) 9853 6695
Email: directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au
Website: www.mcd. edu.au
Postgraduate Research Newsletter





1. Introduction


The warmth of the autumn sun is on my back as I sit at my desk to write this, and in spite of the usual hectic pace, all seems good. 





Of course, a brief glance at the newspapers indicates that for many people, all is not necessarily good. Floods, hail storms, and earthquakes have wrought havoc in recent weeks and, here in Melbourne, street-side violence has made headline news almost every week. Stories of personal tragedy have been in the forefront of the media’s attention, and talk-back radio (as is its wont) has been abuzz with expressions of both sympathy and malice. 





And yet, in the midst of all this, and perhaps because of it, we come to another period of Lent. We come to a time during which we are called, in the Church, to reflect on the passion of Christ, the reasons for it, and the ultimate triumph of the Resurrection. It is a time of sombre stock-take, but also of grateful rejoicing that in the providence of God, grace in the end wins out over evil; that the divine Yes has the final say. 





Thanks be to God! Amen.





2. MCD Centenary Celebrations


As you no doubt know, 2010 is the MCD’s centenary year. The entire year will be full of events and activities designed not only to celebrate 100 years of pioneering ecumenical theological education, but also to showcase what we are doing now. 





The celebrations were kicked off with a very memorable reception at Government House, at which both the Governor and Mrs de Kretser were most gracious hosts. 





The next major event will be the MCD Centenary Conference, which will be held from 4-7 July, on the topic The Future of Religion in Australian Society. Please see the website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcd.edu.au/centenary-conference" �http://www.mcd.edu.au/centenary-conference�





3. Re-enrolment, 2010


All HDR students should by now have re-enrolled for 2010. If you have not yet done so, please make sure that you submit your re-enrolment for as soon as possible, to Dr Lindsay Hutchinson. 





The form is available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/reenrolment_2010.rtf" �http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/reenrolment_2010.rtf� 
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