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3. Conferral 2011

The MCD conferral ceremony for 2011 was held on 12 May, and was once again a wonderful occasion for all who were involved. It was a particular pleasure to see 25 research students graduate—including 9 doctorates. Professor Richard James gave the graduation address, and spoke enthusiastically about the MCD’s significant role in the ever-changing Higher Education sector. 
4. Grants and Scholarships

The Grants and Scholarships Working Group is due to meet on 16 June, to allocate grants for faculty and HDR student conference travel. Please remember to keep in mind the possibility of presenting your work to national and international conferences—it is always a useful thing to do, and creates excellent opportunities to network with leading scholars n your field.  There are, in fact, a number of conferences coming up, some of which are listed below.

Those students who have applied for conference grants in this round will be notified immediately following the meeting. Please be advised that the closing date for the 3rd Round is Friday 23 September.

5. Forthcoming MCD Events and Research Dates for 2011-12
· 20 June: Closing date for submissions to the July HREC meeting
· 3-6 July: ANZATS Conference, Found In Translation: Bible, Worship, Mission. For details, see http://www.anzats.edu.au/downloads/Conference_2011_notice.pdf 
· 19-20 August: Colloquium on Theological Interpretation, Laidlaw College, New Zealand. For details and the Call for Papers, see http://www.anzats.edu.au/downloads/Colloquium_on_Theological_Interpretation.pdf 
· 26-28 March 2012: The Society for the Study of Theology (UK) will be hosting a conference on the topic of The Holy Spirit. http://www.theologysociety.org.uk/   

· 2-5 May 2012: Creation, Conflict and Cosmos: A Conference on Romans 5-8, celebrating Princeton Theological Seminary’s 200th birthday. For further details, and the call for papers, see http://www.ptsem.edu/Seminary_Relations/RomansConference/default.aspx 

Details of various other conferences can be found on the MCD homepage, under the heading ‘Upcoming Events’. 
6. Postgraduate Seminars
The next series of postgraduate research seminars is scheduled for the following dates:
· Thursday 28 July, 5:30pm
· Thursday 4 August, 5:30pm

· Monday 3 October, 5:30pm (doctoral seminar)

All HDR students are expected to present a paper at at least one seminar during the course of their candidature. Please contact the Research Student Support Officer, Dr Lindsay Hutchinson, at HDRsupport@mcd.edu.au if you wish to offer a paper on any of these dates.

7. Forthcoming Conference
In 2010, the MCD joined with the Australian Catholic University, the Australian College of Theology, Charles Sturt University and the Sydney College of Divinity, to host an inaugural Postgraduate Conference in Theology and Philosophy. The conference was specifically designed for postgraduate research students across all participating institutions to share their work with fellow students with whom they would not normally meet. 
Due to the success of that conference, it has been agreed to hold another such conference this year. The Melbourne leg of the conference will be held at the Centre for Theology and Ministry (29 College Crescent, Parkville), on 26-27 September. 

You are encouraged to keep those days free, so that you can plan to attend. A call for papers will be sent out in the next week or so. 

8. Essay Prize

The Society for the Study of Theology and the International Journal of Systematic Theology offer an annual essay prize—now entering its eighth year—in memory of Rev Prof. Colin Gunton. 

The topic for the 2011 prize is: ‘The theology of providence’. The closing date is 1 November.
As the prize celebrates Colin Gunton’s contribution to constructive Christian theology, essays should work within that broad area. Entry to the competition is restricted to current students and to those within three years of their doctoral graduation at the closing date. Entries will be judged on academic merit. 
The winning author will be invited to the Society for the Study of Theology annual conference in 2012, where a presentation of the prize of £200 will be made at the conference reception. The winning essay will be published in the IJST; other competition entries may also be considered for publication. 
Further details including about submission format, can be found on the IJST website. 
9. Job Opportunities

It will come as no surprise to most of you that academic openings in theology are thin on the ground here in Australia. From time to time, however, opportunities do arise. To that end, please be advised of two current positions that have been advertised, in which some of you may be interested.

· Professor of Old Testament, at the Uniting Church Theological College, in the UFT. For details, see http://www.mcd.edu.au/employment 

· Lecturer in Missiology, at Morling College, NSW. Details can be found at http://www.mcd.edu.au/employment 

10. Enrolment for Semester 2

As previously advised, there is no need for current HDR students to re-enrol for each semester or year of their course, once they have commenced their studies.

However, if you have been on Leave of Absence and are returning to study in semester 2 of this year, then it would be advisable for you to check that your enrolment record is correct.

You can do this by contacting the Research Student Support Officer, Dr Lindsay Hutchinson, at HDRsupport@mcd.edu.au 

11. RTI Research Coordinators 2011
	RTI (Recognised Teaching Institution)
	Research Coordinator
	Email address

	Australian Lutheran College (ALC)
	Rev Dr Jeff Silcock
	Jeffrey.Silcock@alc.edu.au

	Churches of Christ Theological College (CCTC)
	Rev Dr Alan Niven*
	aniven@cctc.edu.au

	Catholic Theological College (CTC)
	Rev Dr Shane Mackinlay
	smackinlay@ctc.edu.au

	ICSPF
	Rev Dr Michael Smith
	smithm@mira.net

	United Faculty of Theology (UFT)
	Dr Peter Sherlock
	dean@uft.edu.au

	Whitley College
	Dr Mark Brett
	mbrett@whitley.unimelb.edu.au

	Yarra Theological Union (YTU)
	Rev Dr Michael Kelly*
	m.kelly@ytu.edu.au

	Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD)
	Dr Mark R. Lindsay
	mlindsay@mcd.edu.au


· Please note that Rev Dr Alan Niven, and Rev Dr Michael Kelly, will be on leave for second semester 2011.
Contact details

Dr Mark R. Lindsay

Director of Research

Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, Kew VIC 3101

Phone: (03) 9853 3177 Fax: (03) 9853 6695
Email: directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au
Website: www.mcd. edu.au 
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 new name, The Australian University of Divinity. 





In late-May, a panel of five senior academics from other Australian universities, including one current and one former vice-chancellor, met with representatives from the MCD during a 3-day site visit to Kew, and to the RTIs. A number of research students were involved in those meetings. The panel is currently preparing their report, with a decision from VRQA likely to be announced in July.  





This is an extremely important, indeed momentous, step in the life and history of the MCD, and a move that has not been taken lightly. It comes as the entire Australian Higher Education sector faces significant changes, with the imminent introduction of the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency. Precisely what the establishment of that body will mean is as yet uncertain, however it would appear that those institutions which operate as universities (whether comprehensive or specialist) will have greater autonomy than those that do not.





In the meantime, we wait for the decision.   Naturally, you will be kept informed as soon as there is something to report.





1. Introduction


With the sun shining outside my window, it’s almost hard to believe how cold the start to winter has been. But what better excuse to sit in front of a warm computer and tap out those next few chapters of the thesis! 





The year seems to be flying by, and already it has been an extraordinarily busy one. My hope for you all is that, in all this busyness, the first half of the year has also been productive for you as you continue your own research projects. 





There is always a slight lull in proceedings during the winter months, at least when it comes to formal meetings of committees and boards. Nonetheless, please keep in touch with the MCD Kew office, as well as with your supervisors and research coordinators—and please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need any form of assistance.


2. Specialist University


As was reported in the autumn edition of this newsletter, the MCD last year submitted an application to the Victorian Registrations and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) to become a University with a Specialised Title (Specialist University), under the 
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