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Candidates for the MA and MTheol degrees must submit to the Director of Research a research proposal to be assessed by an Approval Panel. For a Major thesis, this submission will normally take place 3 months into full-time candidature, or 6 months into part-time candidature. For a Minor thesis, this submission will normally take place within 3 months of the completion of the coursework requirements. The timing of the Panel is indicated on the admissions letter. 
The proposal must be accompanied by a statement from the (principal) supervisor, as to the suitability of the proposal and the candidate’s capacity to complete the research project within 18 months (full-time) or 3 years (part-time). 

The proposal must also be accompanied by 5,000 words of text, which may take the form of an introduction, a literature review, or a draft chapter. 

An Approval Panel will discuss the proposal with the candidate, to determine whether or not he or she should be advanced to research status. Before approval is given, candidates are required to demonstrate their capacity with regards to a research methodology appropriate to their project. This is especially important where the research project requires ethical clearance from the MCD Human Research Ethics Committee. 

Once the research project is approved, the candidate must apply to HREC for ethical clearance.  No research involving human subjects, or using records not in the public domain, may commence or proceed without ethical clearance having been given by HREC in writing.  Even for projects where research clearance is not required, an application must be made in order that it can be exempted from obtaining clearance.

	Family Name:
	Given Names:

	Postal Address:

Postcode:
	Residential Address (if different):

Postcode:

	Telephone (Day):
	Telephone (Evening):

	Fax:
	Mobile:

	Email:
	RTI:

	Current Course Enrolment (please tick one):

MA  FORMCHECKBOX 
           MTheol  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Major Thesis  FORMCHECKBOX 
       Minor Thesis  FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick one)

	If minor thesis, list coursework units completed


	Unit code

1.

2.
	Unit name
	Date completed

	Course Commencement Date: 
	

	Thesis Title:
	

	Principal Supervisor:
	Associate Supervisor:


Candidate to complete

RESEARCH PROPOSAL

1.
WORKING TITLE

	



BACKGROUND AND AIMS OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT

Every research proposal must demonstrate that the research is justifiable in terms of its potential contribution to knowledge and is based on a thorough study of current literature, as well as prior observation and approved previous studies. All research proposals must be designed so as to ensure that no harm is caused to participants and that any risks are balanced by the likely benefit to be gained.

2 (a).  GIVE A SUCCINCT DESCRIPTION IN PLAIN LANGUAGE OF THE BACKGROUND AND 


   POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT.


   (Approximately 250 words. Attach a separate reference list if relevant. Begin in the box below.)

	


2 (b).  HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR RESEARCH?

(i) Pure research

 FORMCHECKBOX 

(v) Applied research

 FORMCHECKBOX 

(ii) Descriptive research
 FORMCHECKBOX 

(vi) Exploratory research
 FORMCHECKBOX 

(iii) Explanatory research
 FORMCHECKBOX 

(vii) Quantitative research
 FORMCHECKBOX 

(iv) Qualitative research 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

(viii) Correlational research 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


3 (a).      CLEARLY STATE THE OVERALL AIM OF THE PROJECT. 



(What you are proposing to do?) (Begin in the box below.)

	


3 (b).      CLEARLY LIST THE QUESTIONS/HYPOTHESES/OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT.


(What are the major questions you are asking? Approximately 250 words. Begin in the box below.)

	


4 (a).      CLEARLY OUTLINE THE PROCEDURAL STEPS TO BE FOLLOWED IN YOUR PROJECT. 


       (How do you propose to proceed?)    (Begin in the box below)

	


4 (b).  CLEARLY EXPLAIN THE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY WHICH YOU PLAN TO ADOPT IN 
   YOUR PROJECT: WILL IT BE QUALITATIVE OR QUANTITATIVE OR A COMBINATION OF    

           BOTH? WILL YOU DO A CASE STUDY?

  (Begin in the box below)

	


4 (c). WHAT TYPE OF DATA COLLECTION WILL YOU EMPLOY?


Observation     FORMCHECKBOX 
      Interviews     FORMCHECKBOX 
      Questionnaire     FORMCHECKBOX 
      Sourcing documents     FORMCHECKBOX 

4 (d). PLEASE INCLUDE A DETAILED TIME-TABLE FOR YOUR PROJECT, WHICH LISTS THE 

  MAJOR STEPS OF:
· Recruitment
· Data Collection
· Analytical Procedures 
· Preparation and drafting of the thesis 
· Submission of the thesis
(Begin in the box below)

	



5. REPRESENTATIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY AND OTHER RESOURCES. Please list your resources. Put an asterisk (*) beside those you have already examined in depth and indicate in parentheses after each resource, where it is accessible to you. (Begin in the box below.)
	


HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE

Does your research involve human subjects, or the use of records not in the public domain? This includes all information gathered from interviews, questionnaires and personal correspondence that is not on the public record.
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please tick the appropriate box


If you indicated YES, then you will also need to complete a draft HREC application, and include it with this application, so that your project’s research methodology can be considered for endorsement.  A specialist in the discipline of your research will be asked by the Research Coordinator at your RTI to advise if the proposed methodology is appropriate.  It may be that your supervisor is the appropriate specialist.  (After this approval, your project will then need to be submitted to HREC.) A copy of the HREC Application Form can be found on the MCD website at http://www.mcd.edu.au/files/media/hrec_application_form_2010.doc

SIGNATURE OF CANDIDATE

	Name:

	






   (Please print SURNAME in capitals)

Signature:

_______________________________________
Date: _____________________
Supervisor to complete

SUPERVISOR’S STATEMENT

Please include a brief statement (250 words) from the (principal) supervisor with an opinion as to the suitability of the proposal and the candidate’s capacity to complete the research project within 18 months (full-time) or 3 years (part-time). Where necessary, the supervisor/s can provide further comment to the Director of Research, in confidence.
	


SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR
	Name:

	






   (Please print SURNAME in capitals)

	Signature:
	
	  Date:
	


Candidates: Please make sure that you have attached the 5,000 words of text 
that must be submitted with this proposal.
Please send the completed form to: 

The Director of Research 

Melbourne College of Divinity

21 Highbury Grove, KEW, VIC 3101

Email: directorofresearch@mcd.edu.au
fax: 03 9853 6695



Request for Approval of Research Proposal (MA or MTheol)

















